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Talk Around Town
Pham Vu Lua Ha

Many of today’s young people in Viet Nam appear to want to 
work hard to earn a lot of money for spending, not saving.

I’ve talked many times with personnel managers of several 
multi-national companies in HCM City, and I’ve come to the 
conclusion that today’s young people, when applying for jobs, 
talk about salaries in an open, straightforward way. They’re 
ready to work difficult jobs to have better salary packages.

To learn more about their attitudes about values in society, I 
conducted a survey of 200 young people who graduated from 
the Social Sciences and Humanity University where I’ve 
taught for decades.

Seventy per cent of these young people work at foreign 
companies. All of them say study is the key to success and 
agree that the young generation should learn more.

Eighty-four percent of the surveyed youths say money is 
important but not the most important thing in life.

Sixty per cent of them say they would rather choose a 
difficult, well-paid job that has lots of pressure than take a 
more stable but lower-paying job in the field they studied.

Twenty-year-old Nguyen Hong Nga says she’s ready to spend 
five or 10 years of her young age to work hard to earn a great 
deal of money to have capital for later years. It’s great that her 
opinion is approved by two-thirds of the surveyed youths.

"The society will be better if everybody becomes wealthy," 
Nga said.

Besides professional certificates, many young people tend to 
obtain several diplomas.
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Almost all young people show when they are applying for a 
job two university certificates, including a certificate for 
different branches of studies. For example, they may have a 
graduation certificate granted by a Teachers’ College and 
another certificate on accountancy obtained from an 
Economics College.

It’s common that many students have graduated from both the 
Literature Department of the Social Sciences and Humanities 
University and the Business Administration Department of the 
Economics University.

"The goal in my life is to gain a wide knowledge in different 
areas of life, and, of course, I must make a lot of money," 
student Tran Viet Hai, said.

These young people aged between 26 and 30 — with 
attractive appearance, knowledge and a strong will — are 
confident during their negotiations on salaries and privileges.

They are different from the young people of two decades ago 
who were shy when talking about salaries with employers.

Sixty per cent of the surveyed youths say high salaries reflect 
the qualifications and efforts of the employees.

Half of them are proud of their success in their jobs and their 
financial situation. However, few of them want to show off.

Forty percent of men and 14 per cent of women in the survey 
think their friends are financially better off.

They say young people also know how to spend their money 
wisely, enjoying a better life, sharing with family and saving 
for the future.

Nearly 90 per cent of the youth say they face no difficulties in 
deciding their spending. Most say they only spend within their 
means and never borrow money from others.

Eight of every10 surveyed youths proudly say they try to 
improve the living conditions of their parents, husbands, wives 
or children.

Their spending is relatively high Half of the youth spend
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Their spending is relatively high. Half of the youth spend 
three-fourths while one-fourth spend up to 90 per cent of their 
earnings.

"We earn a lot of money. Why we must practice thrift?" says 
27-year-old Ngo Bao Duy.

But 91 per cent of the youths raise an objection to remarks that 
many of today’s youth tend to spend lavishly on parties, 
trendy clothes and accessories.

A 29-year-old woman says to earn a lot of money she has to 
work hard the entire week. "I’ve little free time to spend my 
money," she says.

But 71 per cent of them say they’re not as economical as their 
parents.

The young people who know how to earn a lot of money and 
know how to spend their money wisely still want to earn 
more. Half say they want to become billionaires.

Yesterday a young woman and her boyfriend were sitting near 
me at a cafe. "Share the bill," she said when the man was 
ready to pay for the coffee. "I want everything to be clear-cut 
in our relations, both in spending and in love."

A clear-cut attitude in money and in love. Is it an optimistic 
sign, I wonder? — VNS 
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